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Phillip Larsen <phillip.larsen@myldsmail.net> Mon, Mar 28424?61 Li;l[
To: John@larsen-family.us, joyce@larsen-family.us, Anki Larsen
<shadrach.anki@gmail.com>, brad.larsen@gmail.com, Julia Larsen <julia@larsen-

family.us>

Querido Familia,

This week has been quite the eventful one. First off, a couple of things: Mom | heard
there is a site or something 'Missionary Moms' where you can talk to moms of other
missionaries where | am serving and get to hear about the mission. Second, | was
wondering if | could get a calendar, one missionary had one of missionaries
(Cartoons) reinacting different missionary-like events. That or one with pictures of
friends and families for each month and one that goes more than one year, until
September 12, 2012. Another thing, we are allowed to have instruments in this
mission and | was wondering if there would be a way to manage sending my ocarina.
If not, that is okay, but right now | have a harmonica from Elder Olvera, and that is a
little limited in the songs | can play (Come, come, ye saints)

Also, Dad you'll have to send the scanned images in a package because | won't have
enough time to read and I'd like to read those things when | have time.

My prayers are for the Gribble family and it saddens me that the trial resulted in that. |
don't really know what to think about the whole event...

This week has been quite the eventful one. | have my trainer, Elder Magalhaes, a
Brasilian missionary who is a transfer younger than me. | always thought that would
be funny if my "Mission father" was younger than me, and turns out he is! He is an
awesome missionary though and | am glad | have the opportunity to serve with him.
We are serving in an area, Uruguai, in Teresina. Last week the ward split so now there
are 2 wards meeting in the chapel here. The members are awesome, however | don't
really know the ward yet because of some events that happened this week.

| am going to try to put this in the best way possible, and to reassure you right now |
am doing fine, and a lot better.

Last Thursday, | had an allergic reaction, probably to a bug that made my legs get
terrible rashes. Throughout the day it got more and more difficult to walk and we
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called Sister Dias. On Friday | went to the Hospital to get the condition | had checked
out by a doctor, and he said it was an allergic reaction and gave me several
prescriptions for medicine to help me get better. After that check up, | had an
experience that was highly undesired and unusual. A shot in my backside that was not
at all pleasant. | stayed at the Secretaries house for a night which was really hard to
sleep, and then President Dias came by the following morning, got me another
medicine, and then Sister Dias came and cleaned my left foot. The past few days |
have been spending at the Dias's home, and it has been an incredible blessing to be
able to get to know their family more. | have had great opportunities to speak
Portugués and | can tell some improvement in my language skills with that. This has
just been a rare experience though | feel, and | am incredibly grateful that | have been
able to have it. Some questions that | have had during these past few days is "What
has got wanted me to learn from this experience, and why has he given me this
opportunity." One thing that President Dias said on Sunday when we were on the way
to Church was that it is amazing how the spirit works. Elder Yorgason, and Elder
Thiessen, (another missionary who was waiting for his visa) both got transfered to a
place 14 hours away, yet | remained here in Teresina. The Lord knew that this was
going to happen to me, and President Dias felt inspired to keep me here in the city. |
am incredibly grateful for inspiration and this experience has strengthed my testimony.

| am doing well, a lot better than Thursday. | still have healing to do but | have enjoyed
the time that | have been given to learn and |, being in this mindset have noticed many
things that | have learned.

| don't want you to worry too much, | am doing much better than before, and | have
been taken care of. | am so grateful for President Dias, and Sister Dias, and their
hospitality and love that they have had for me. | have learned so many things that |
would not have been able to learn had | not had this experience. Thank you so much
Mom and Dad for raising us in the Gospel. Thank you for having us pray every meal,
eat together, read the scriptures together, and raise us with good spiritual habits. The
Dias family prays together and reads the scriptures together, and | have been able to
participate with their family in all of these activities.

| am excited for General Conference this weekend and to hear from the general
authorities of the church. The Prophet and the Apostles, special withesses of Jesus
Christ. | have been able to watch several documentaries while here at the Dias's
house about the presidents of the church and | have learned an incredible amount.

| love you lots, and I'm glad you're doing well. I'm glad that your wisdom teeth pulling
out went well Heather. You're not going to look like John Mccain like | did after my
surgery! :P

I'm glad you enjoyed the card dad, | though it was funny!

| would like a copy of your talk as well Heather, and I'm glad you're doing better!
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Brasil is amazing, | love it here and | am glad to be able to serve the Lord. This church
is God's Church. It was restored by a Prophet of God. Joseph Smith saw God and
Jesus Christ. Prayer is important, and so is daily scripture study. This is a great and
marvelous work, and | know that it is led by God.

| love you all very much and love hearing from you. You're in my prayers, and | thank
you for your prayers for me.

Love,
Elder Phillip Edward Larsen

P.S. Remember when sending packages to have pictures of Jesus on it. Also, mail

here is ridiculous. Elder Wheat sent a package that cost R$120.00 Each letter also

costs R$2.00 So I'll figure out how to budget that better and everything. No pictures
again this week but I'll try as best as | can. Love you!

NOTICE: This email message is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may
contain confidential and privileged information. Any unauthorized review, use,
disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please
contact the sender by reply email and destroy all copies of the original message.
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